
Name of Association American Montessori Society 

Contact Person Melanie Thiesse 

Date Report Submitted (mm/dd/yryr) 08/15/2019 

Mailing Address 116 E. 16th Street 

City New York 

State NY 

Zip 10003 

Phone Number 646-965-5588 

Fax Number  

Website amshq.org 

Email melanie@amshq.org 

Current Recognition Status Recognized 

Last Year Status Was Awarded 2018 

 
Accredited Schools 2 Years Age 1 

Accredited Schools 1 Year Ago 1 

Accredited Schools Current School Year 1 

Pre Accredited Schools 2 Years Ago 0 

Pre Accredited Schools 1 Year Ago 0 

Pre Accredited Schools Current School 
Year 

0 

Total in Accreditation Process 2 Years 
Ago 

0 

Total in Accreditation Process 1 Year Ago 0 

Total in Accreditation Process Current 
School Year 

0 

Total Member Schools 2 Years Ago 6 

Total Member Schools 1 Year Ago 7 

Total Member Schools Current School 
Year 

8 

a. New Applications 0 

b. School Site Visits (all purposes) 0 



c. Schools Awarded Full Accreditation 
Status (first-time) 

0 

d. Schools Denied Accreditation 0 

e. Schools Placed on Exception, Warning, 
or Probation 

0 

f. Accreditation Re-Evaluations 0 

g. Total Number of Students Enrolled (all 
schools in the accreditation process) 

207 

h. Total Number of Teachers 21 

i. Conferences/Workshops/Training 
Seminars 

The Montessori Event, Leadership Symposium, 
Accreditation 101, Self-Study Training, Accreditation team 
Training, Accreditation Chair Training 

Describe  

j. Other Accreditation Activities/Services Pathway of Continuous School Improvement 

Describe_1 

A quality initiative that offers personalized coaching to all 
member schools that can help them work incrementally 
towards AMS school accreditation at a pace that is 
appropriate for them. 

k. Total Number of High School 
Graduates 

0 

l. Total Number of School Employees 
(paid administrators, teachers, 

instructional staff) 
0 

m. Median Tuition 0 

n. Total Dollar Amount of Need-Based 
Financial Aid Distributed 

0 

o. Total Dollar Amount of Employee 
Financial Aid (tuition remission) 

0 

p. Percentage of Students Receiving 
Financial Aid 

0 

q.. Mean Full-Time K-12 Teacher Salaries 0 

1 Year Ago  

1 Year Ago_1  

1 Year Ago_2  

1 Year Ago_3  

2 Years Age  

2 Years Ago  



2 Years Ago_1  

2 Years Ago_2  

Current School Year  

Current School Year_1  

Current School Year_2  

Current School Year_3  

 
1. Purpose/objectives of the accrediting 

association 
Remained the Same 

1. Type of Changes  

1. Upload File  

2.. Location of Accreditation Association 
Headquarters 

Remained the Same 

2. Type of Changes  

3. Accreditation and Pre-Accreditation 
Status Levels 

Remained the Same 

3. Type of Changes  

4. Public Relations Flier and Key 
Publications 

Remained the Same 

4. Type of Changes  

4. Upload File  

5. Articles of Incorporation, ByLaws Remained the Same 

5. Type of Changes  

5. Upload File  

6. Legal Governing Body Remained the Same 

6. Type of Changes  

6. Upload File  

7. Accreditation Procedures Remained the Same 

7. Type of Changes  

7. Upload File  

8. Application Form/Procedures Remained the Same 

8. Type of Changes  



9. Nondiscriminatory Policies Remained the Same 

9. Type of Changes  

9. Upload File  

10. Strategic/Master Plan Remained the Same 

10. Type of Changes  

11. Accreditation Manual/Handbook Remained the Same 

11. Type of Changes  

11. Upload File  

12. Accreditation Fees and Charges Remained the Same 

12. Type of Changes  

13. Other Items Related to Standards or 
Substantive Change 

Remained the Same 

13. Type of Changes  

13. Upload File  

Upload File (A) opsac_association_school_listing_form_-_blank.xlsx 

Upload File (B) 
2019-2020_ams_board_of_directors_roster_final_-
external.pdf 

Upload File (C-1)  

Upload File (D-1)  

Upload File (D-2)  

Upload File (D-3)  

Name Melanie Thiesse 

 

http://www.weebly.com/editor/uploads/1/1/1/3/111330333/759270886307516317_opsac_association_school_listing_form_-_blank.xlsx
http://www.weebly.com/editor/uploads/1/1/1/3/111330333/327117598544329932_2019-2020_ams_board_of_directors_roster_final_-external.pdf
http://www.weebly.com/editor/uploads/1/1/1/3/111330333/327117598544329932_2019-2020_ams_board_of_directors_roster_final_-external.pdf


REVISED: 6-26-19 

2019–2020 UPDATED

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Munir Shivji, President 
Amira D. Mogaji, Vice President
E. McCrae Harrison, Secretary 

Susan Kambrich, Treasurer 
Sandra Marie Stevenson, Member-at-Large 
Timothy J. Purnell, Chief Executive Officer, Ex-Officio

GARY S. BOWMAN, MSEd (2014–2020) 
Executive Director/Superintendent California 
Montessori Project 
5330-A Gibbons Drive Suite 700 
Carmichael, CA 95608

E. MCCRAE HARRISON (2018-2021)  
Assistant to the Principal for Montessori 
Montessori Academy at Christina  
600 N. Lombard Street
Wilmington, DE 19801 

GEOFFREY E. BISHOP (2019-2022) 
Executive Director and Founder 
Nature's Classroom Institutute 
and Montessori School
W336 S8455 Hwy E PO Box 660 
Mukwonago WI 53149

SHARON DAMORE, PhD (2016-2022) 
Adjunct Faculty, DePaul University, 
Educational Leadership 
Educational Consultant 
1 E. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60604 

ANITA HANKS (2017–2020) 

Head of School 

Starwood Montessori School 

6600 Lebanon Rd. Frisco, TX 75034 

MICHELLE S. HAMMONS, MEd (2017–2020) 
Principal 
Eagle Peak Montessori School 
800 Hutchinson Rd.
Walnut Creek, CA 94598

SUSAN KAMBRICH, MEd (2014–2020) 
Head of School 

Woodland Hill Montessori School

100 Montessori Place, 
North Greenbush, New York 12144 

LUZ CASQUEJO JOHNSTON (2019-2021) 
Assistant Professor/Program Director 
Saint Mary's College of California 
1928 Saint Mary’s Road, Moraga, CA 
94575 

AMIRA D. MOGAJI (2017–2021)
Chief Academic Officer
City Garden Montessori School
1618 Tower Grove Ave, St. Louis, MO 
63110

PAULINE E. NOVAK (2018–2021) 
Montessori Learning Specialist 
Montessori School of Northern Virginia 
3433 Rose Lane
Falls Church, VA 22042

JANET BAGBY (2019-2022) 
Senior Lecturer
Dept. of Educational Psychology 
Baylor University
1301 S University Parks Dr, 
Waco, TX 76706

MUNIR SHIVJI (2013–2020)
Director of Toddler and Primary 
Programs Cambridge Montessori School 
161 Garden Street, Cambridge, MA 
02138

NANCY LINDEMAN (2019-2021) 
Director and Assistant Professor 
Institute for Montessori Innovation, 
Westiminster College
1840 South 1300 East
Salt Lake City, UT 84105

FAMILY REPRESENTATIVE 
SANDRA MARIE STEVENSON (2014–2020) 
Assistant Editor, Photo,
The New York Times 
620 Eighth Avenue Manhattan, New York 
10018

mailto:banjoman7@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Elizabeth.HARRISON@Christina.K12.DE.US
mailto:marie.conti@verizon.net
mailto:sjdamore@aol.com
mailto:bevmcghee@yahoo.com
mailto:bevmcghee@yahoo.com
mailto:skambrich@woodlandhill.org
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Page Two

CHAIR OF THE TEACHERS SECTION 
CANDACE PROCTOR (2019-2022)
Lower Elementary Curriculum Coordinator 
The Montessori Academy of Arlington 
 3428 W Arkansas Ln, Arlington, TX 76016

CHAIR OF THE HEADS OF SCHOOLS SECTION 
DEBBIE SENOFF-LANGFORD (2019-2022) 
Head of School
Jarrow Montessori School
3900 Orange Court Boulder, CO 80304

CHAIR OF THE TEACHER EDUCATORS SECTION 
HILARY GREEN (2017–2020) 
Director 
Institute for Advanced Montessori Studies-
Barrie School
13500 Layhill Road
Silver Spring, MD 20906

EX OFFICIO 

TIMOTHY J. PURNELL, EdD 
Chief Executive Officer 
American Montessori Society 
116 E 16th Street New York, 
NY 10003

AMS Website: www.amshq.org 

mailto:mogajidd@kalamazoopublicschools.net
mailto:lauralsaylor@gmail.com
mailto:munirshivji@gmail.com
mailto:suzannembayer@gmail.com
mailto:mschneider@woodinvillemontessori.org
mailto:sandras@nytimes.com
mailto:tim@amshq.org
http://www.amshq.org/


Accredited Schools in Oklahoma Address City State Zip Phone Grades Email Address Head of School

Undercroft Montessori School 3745 South Hudson Avenue Tulsa  OK 74135-5604 918-622-2890
Early Childhood (Pre K-Kindergarten) through 

Secondary I (6th -8th grade)
Nancy.Davis@undercroft.org Nancy Davis

American Montessori Society

http://amshq.org/

Director of School Quality and Accreditation: Melanie Thiesse, melanie@amshq.org

116 E 16th Street 6th Fl New York, NY 10003

Chief Executive Officer: Dr. Timothy J. Purnell, tim@amshq.org

212-358-1250

http://amshq.org/

